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To Sir with Admiration

Inside the construction site for La Philharmonie de Paris 2013

“Harold Marshall (Sir) – A
magician of sound for the Paris
Philharmonie – at 82 one of the
world’s three stars of acoustic
design and a man who shakes up
tradition.”
So reads the article in Le Figaro during
an exclusive interview with Sir Harold
Marshall, regarding his acoustic design
of the Paris Philharmonic concert hall.
Le Figaro, founded in 1826, is the
second largest newspaper in France.
It takes its name and motto from the
play The Marriage of Figaro (which
predated the opera of the same name)
that motto being “without the freedom
to criticize, there is no true justice.”
“A man who shakes up tradition”.
To shake up tradition, you have to be
within the tradition to fully appreciate
where it might be changed. It was
Picasso who said “learn the rules like a
master, so you can break them like an
artist” and certainly when you talk to
Harold of his joys and passions, he is
very much a traditionalist. Harold has
had strong affiliation to the Mt Albert
Methodist Church since boyhood and
is in fact still involved in the choir
and renovation project for the church.
This is not surprising, since the start
of Methodism in the family began
with his grandfather George Thomas
Marshall, who was one of the early

itinerant preachers sent to parishes
from Kaitaia to Otautau.
Harold’s father, Arthur Marshall, was a
carpenter working for Beazley, a builder
of Mt Albert, on the development of
building lots on the farm, when he met
Harold’s mother Flossie Woodward,
only daughter of Fred Woodward of
Springleigh (Woodward Farm). Flossie
was enrolled for a BA in Modern
Language and as such, believed that
education was the key to a good future.
Arthur Marshall has to be admired for
his determination to gain matriculation
and enter Auckland University as well
as continuing to work as a carpenter.
Arthur was one of the first graduates of
an Architectural degree from Auckland
University, his thesis being sent to the
RIBA London for recognition of the
New Zealand degree.
Harold lived at the house built by his
father in 1934 at 6 Fairleigh Avenue,
from child hood until he finished Kowhai
Intermediate and was sent to board at
Kings College at the age of 13. After
five years at Kings, during which time
among other things it was discovered
he could sing well, he returned to live
in the family home in his old bedroom
during his student days.
Following in his father’s footsteps,
Harold studied at Auckland University
to become an architect and on the
advice of his mother who still had
1

memories of the depression, did a
double degree in Architecture and
Science. This was to prove a fortuitous
decision which would have a major
impact on his future. After six years
Harold graduated with a B Sc and
a B Arch at the same time and upon
entering the field of acoustics became
a scientist as well as an architect.
Harold met his wife Shirley (nee
Lindsey) through the Methodist church
choir where Shirley sang soprano and
Harold bass. Seven years later they
married one Saturday in 1956 and the
following Saturday, left for England
where Harold was to be interviewed
at London County Council for a
Fellowship to the United States for
Commonwealth students. He missed
the interview because the ship broke
down and was delayed for a week.
Harold’s first job after graduation was
with Pye TV Transmission Services, to
build the first TV transmitter studio
in Damascus for the Damascus World
Trade Fair in August of 1956. His task
was to design the studio, mast and
ancillary accommodation (control
rooms etc) for prefabrication in
England, ship it to Beirut, then meet
it there and supervise its erection at
the fairground in Damascus in time
for the opening. Harold was also
granted a one year post grad travelling
scholarship from Auckland University.
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The following year in 1957 Harold
and Shirley’s first child Simon was
born in April and in October he had
the opportunity of a fellowship at the
Munich Academy of Fine Arts taking
classes with the brilliant architect and
Professor Sep Ruf. Harold and Shirley
came home in 1959 and Harold
worked from home.
Already by 1966 the acoustic direction
of his skills was becoming apparent
and his PhD was picked up by the
Institute of Sound and Vibration
Research at Southhampton University.

With Shirley and their family of four
children, he completed his PhD
there before being headhunted as the
Foundation Building scientist in a
new school of architecture in Western
Australia 1967-1972.
In 1972 he was appointed to Chair of
Architecture at Auckland University
with the responsibility of the teaching
of technical aspects of design. He
founded the Acoustics Research Centre
and was a professor for 23 years until
1996 when he had to retire.
In 1980 he formed Marshall Day
Acoustics with Christopher Day. He

retired from Marshall Day in 1991 but
continues as the group consultant, as
clearly he is a strategic asset for the
practice.
Harold’s walls attest to his outstanding
ability as an artist. He is also a
published poet.
Scientist, Architect, Singer, Painter,
Poet. A talented and modest man who
stands up for his neighbourhood. How
could we not be filled with admiration
for this man?
Mary Inomata October 2013

Woodward Heritage Place?
In 1861 Mark Woodward‘s whole family emigrated to New
Zealand under the 40 acre scheme. They spent every penny
they had to come, but unfortunately their 40 acres were in the
Waitakere’s and unusable for farming. They had to work for
other farmers until they were able to lease Mt Albert from Mr
Gribble. In 1873 they purchased 80 acres of land at a cheap
price because it was covered in rocks. It was bounded on the
south by the Harbutt property, on the west by Oakley Creek, on
the north by the Mental Asylum (now Unitec) and on the east
by Woodward Road. The name of the farm was “Springleigh”.
Mark died in 1894 and after his wife Sarah died in 1912, it
was decided to sell the stock and some of the land to Beasley, a
builder of Mt Albert, to develop for housing. Mark Woodward
is remembered in the naming of Mark Street which starts on
the triangle where the Woodward’s big barn stood.
When the farm was subdivided Marks’ sons Frank, Andrew
and Fred kept one field each. Frank kept the original 1874
farmhouse and adjacent field facing Springleigh Avenue. The
rock wall outside number 2 Springleigh Avenue was the house
boundary to the farmyard. In 1916 the Art & Crafts additions
were added by Mullin Architects and when Sir Harold became
its owner in 1972 he added the verandah to make it face north
and east.
Andrew built the villa at 32 Woodward Road. He also owned
the adjacent field. In 1963 on the croquet lawn and garden
of the villa, Harold Marshall designed a unique home at 34
Woodward Road for Andrew’s adopted daughter Gertrude.
Fred built a villa on Woodward Road and had the field
on the opposite side of Fairleigh Avenue. Fred’s villa on
Woodward Road was modernised by Sir Harold’s father,
Arthur Marshall, in 1928 and is now in flats. In 1962, Sir
Harold designed a house for his sister in the garden of Fred’s
villa which is now 2 Fairleigh Avenue. It is a delightful and
practical combination of modernistic elements.
When Flossie Woodward, Fred’s only daughter (Sir Harold’s
mother) married Arthur Marshall, her mother subdivided a
building lot off Fred’s paddock and in 1933 Arthur designed
and had built, his own home Marshall House at 6 Fairleigh
Avenue. Even today this is a most admired and beautiful home.
With the exception of Andrew’s villa and Gertrude’s house
which was sold after her death, all the properties are still
owned and lived in by Woodward descendants. Extreme care
has been taken in architectural work on all these properties.
There is no doubt they enrich the area in quality and heritage.
It would be beneficial for Mt Albert to have this group of
houses given protected status to ensure we have some of our
history to pass on to future generations.
From information provided by Sir Harold Marshall

Woodward farm
boundaries 1873

2 Springleigh Avenue, Mt Albert

6 Fairleigh Avenue, Mt Albert
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M.A.H.S Dates To Remember
29 November 2013 (Friday) 5pm – 7pm Alberton House
A Mt Albert social occasion. Our annual Christmas gathering at Alberton House. Drinks and nibbles,
entertainment and carol singing. Members only. $10 pp. RSVP’s are essential phone Brian on 626 6664 or email
Judith at judith.goldie@xtra.co.nz
Our 2014 events have not yet been finalised. We will keep you posted!

TO MARKET TO MARKET TO BUY A FAT PIG
Well actually it wasn’t to market but to a show and it wasn’t ‘pigs’ it was ‘cows’
Helensville News issue 158 as part of a eulogy on Murdoch McLeod (1913 - 2013) reports that “In Murdoch’s teens his
father and Uncle Harold McLeod were asked to show their milking cows at the Auckland A & P Show at the Epsom show
grounds. Murdoch and his cousin Philip had to take the cows from Helensville Railway Station in wagons, get them off
at the Mt Albert Railway Station, and then walk the cows along St Luke’s Road to the show grounds. They stayed at the
McLeod house in St Lukes for the duration of the show and then returned the cows to Helensville by train afterwards.”
My! Our train station has seen much action hasn’t it?

Victory
This year we commemorated the 120th anniversary of women gaining
the vote. The bill was passed 20 votes for and 18 against on the 8th
September,1893 and signed into law on the 19th September of the same
year. Women could vote but still had a long way to go to achieve political
equality. They gained the right to stand for Parliament in 1919 and our
first female MP was elected in 1933.
Nevertheless the passing of the law gave great encouragement to
suffragettes in Britain, Australia and the United States and one wrote
“that New Zealand’s achievement gave new hope and life to all women
struggling for emancipation.”
Suffragettes had given their supporters in Parliament white camellias to
wear in their buttonholes and it became a universal identification with the
movement.
In 1993 the Mt Albert Ladies Probus Club planted a white camellia in the
Alice Wylie Reserve to commemorate the Womens Suffragette Centenary.
The plaque relating to the camellia is not next to the camellia but strangely
next to the plaque recording the front entry of the old Mt Albert Grammar
hostel four metres away. The Auckland Council have always promised to
move it to it’s rightful position but never have!
Bibliography NZ History Online Image NZ Graphic 16 Sep 1893

MT ALBERT BOOK PROJECT

Victory
Women’s Franchise passed September 8th, 1893

be diaries, letters, leaflets, postcards, documents about
involvement with clubs and societies, newspaper
clippings, memoirs and of course photographs.

Members have asked how they can contribute to the
research stage of our Mt Albert book project.

We encourage you to share any item at all for possible
use in the book. They would be promptly scanned
and the originals returned to you.

Most households have a box or two of old family
documents and albums of photographs often going
back to the early 1900s. Please look through these
documents and albums and identify anything you
think gives a sense of past life in Mt Albert. These might

Contact historian Debbie Dunsford
(d.dunsford@historian.co.nz) or 410 3696.
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Mt Albert links with the foundation of Massey University

March 20th 1928. The Opening of the Main Science Building Massey College by
His Excellency the Governor-General, Lord Bledisloe, George Fowlds stands to his left.

George Fowlds (Born Fenwick, Scotland 1860-1934)
first settled in Mt Albert in 1889 when he built a villa on
New North Road opposite the current ASB Bank. He had
arrived in Auckland on the Coptic from Cape Town, South
Africa in December 1885, having spent the previous three
years working in the diamond fields of the Kimberley.
George Fowlds established himself in the clothing trade in
Auckland with George Fowlds Menswear in Queen St, and
then he proceeded to become actively involved in public life.
He first became a member of the local school committee of
this district, then as a member of the Mount Albert Roads
Board. In 1899 he became one of three members of the House
of Representatives for Auckland City and was the M.P. for
Grey Lynn from 1902-1911. He was an active member of the
Auckland Provincial Patriotic and War Relief Association
during WW1 and for many years he was a member of the
Senate of the New Zealand University and Chairman of the
Council of the Auckland University College.
This article describes George Fowlds involvement with
the foundation of Massey University, at the time he was
President of the Auckland University Council.
Both Victoria and Auckland Universities had been left
fairly large sums of money for an agricultural school. One
of Auckland’s founders and a College Council member, Sir
John Logan Campbell, had left 20,000 pounds for a chair
of agriculture. There was the customary agitation in favour
of a local school from the Co-operative Dairy Association,
the Farmers Union, and the Education Board. The Professor
of Physics, P.W. Burbidge, and a friend of his who taught
agriculture at the local technical college, founded the
Auckland Agricultural Education Association to promote the
cause. The Chairman Sir George Fowlds, was very keen on
this project. In 1924 he visited agricultural colleges in North
America. In that year Victoria University College appointed
G.S. Peren as its first Professor of Agriculture. Auckland
appointed its own Professor of Agriculture William Riddett
B.Sc., he was a young Scottish graduate with practical
farming experience. Sites for a farm at Orakei, Papatoetoe
and Ruakura in the Waikato were canvassed. The Reich-Tate
Report spelt out in clear terms the great contribution that
scientific agriculture had made to the progress of Denmark,
and stressed the need for one really first class institution in
the North Island capable of turning out first class graduates.
It underlined the great cost of even one institution.
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Early in 1926 the Victoria Council suggested holding a joint
conference with the Auckland Council. Victoria had on an
earlier occasion suggested that the two colleges should make
a joint approach to the Government over special schools,
but Auckland had preferred to act alone. The Wellingtonians
seemed less provincial minded than people at the other
colleges. Now Fowlds told Council that he had been forced
to modify his earlier views. Professor Riddet agreed with
Peren that only one agricultural school was needed or could
indeed be afforded. A joint conference was held and the result
was that the two colleges joined funds and forces to start the
New Zealand Agricultural College at Palmerston North. Both
Professors joined its staff. Its Council included representatives
of its parent colleges. There was a provincial method in
Fowlds national generosity. Canterbury had an Agricultural
School at Lincoln. The Government, after consultation with
various experts, purchased the Batchelar Estate of about 800
acres, an ideal farm for the purpose, just outside the town of
Palmerston North. The name of the College at Palmerston
North was changed to Massey Agricultural College.
It was said that once Fowlds changed his mind and adopted
a national point of view, he was very effective in negotiating
a settlement. H.B. Kirk, the Victoria biologist, wrote to him:
“Will you please allow me to congratulate you on the part
you have taken in the triumph of the Dominion spirit over
locality. It seems to me that the event is likely to come to mark
an epoch in the development of university education in New
Zealand.” And on Fowlds’ retirement in 1933, a Councillor,
T.U. Wells, said, with only slight exaggeration: “Sir George’s
real and lasting memorial is Massey College, to which he
devoted all the last years of his life. I know of no other man
who could have achieved, as he did, the apparently impossible
task of persuading the Auckland and Victoria (Wellington)
University Colleges to pool their endowments and other
resources for the teaching of agriculture, and particularly in
overcoming the natural reluctance of Auckland people to see
the central dairy college of New Zealand established outside
the Auckland Province.”
Andrew Littlejohn October 2013
Bibliograph:
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“The Life & Work of the Hon.Sir George Fowlds” A.G.Coulam

4

